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EXPERIENCE CHINA’S SILK ROAD THROUGH ART 
MISSOULA-
The national traveling exhibition “Ancient Threads, Newly Woven: Recent Art from 
China’s Silk Road” will be at the Montana Museum o f Art and Culture from Tuesday, Sept. 6, 
through Saturday, Oct. 15.
The museum is located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center at The 
University of Montana. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Friday and Saturday from 4 to 8:30 p.m.
The exhibition highlights more than 60 works by contemporary artists living and working 
in the Silk Road cities of Xi’an, Lanzhou, Dunhuang, Urumqi and Kashgar. Works include 
paintings, prints and pen and ink drawings by formally trained artists and by farmers and 
herdsmen whose ancestors crossed the ancient route trading goods and ideas.
The Silk Road, a region of cultural exchange for more than 2,000 years, begins at the 
ancient Chinese capital of Xi’an and winds its way through vast deserts and towering mountains, 
ultimately reaching India, the Near East and Europe. The farther west one travels along the 
ancient trade route, the more pronounced the influence of Central Asian culture becomes and the 
less visible the traditional Chinese approach to art appears. The blending of culture, coupled with 
a strong sense of place, makes this artwork striking and stylistically diverse.
An opening reception will be held at the museum from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9.
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Visiting artist Nijat Hushur from China will speak at 6 p.m. During the reception, Nancy 
Matthews, vice president of Arts and Communications for Meridian International Center in 
Washington, D.C., will discuss the creation of the exhibition. Meridian International Center, in 
partnership with the China International Exhibition Agency, Beijing, organized the exhibition. 
Recent travelers of the Silk Road, UM geography Professor Jeff Gritzner and Yvonne Gritzner, 
program officer for the Montana Committee for the Humanities, also will give a presentation at 
the reception.
At 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, a gallery talk related to the exhibition will feature Ardeshir 
Kia, UM art and geography faculty member. Kia will speak at the museum on the history of art 
along the Silk Road.
The organization and presentation of the traveling exhibition were made possible by a 
grant from Anheuser-Busch Foundation, with principal support and international shipping 
provided by FedEx Corporation and additional support from The Coca-Cola Co. and Scientific- 
Atlanta.
UM’s College of Arts and Sciences, Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, School of Fine 
Arts, Office of International Programs, and Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
joined the Montana Museum of Art and Culture to bring the exhibition to the University.
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